Trends in the First Marriage Rate 18 and Older, 2008-2016 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr. est., 2008-2016 The first marriage rate declined from 49.8 first marriages (per 1,000 never-married women) in 2008 to 43.1 in 2013. The first marriage rate rose in 2014 and has remained essentially unchanged over the last three years, at 45.2 in 2016.
First Marriage Rate by Race and Ethnicity
In 2016, an estimated 1,657,583 women entered a first marriage. Black women experienced a lower first marriage rate (20.6) than the other racial/ethnic groups considered here.
A nativity gap exists among Hispanics; foreign-born had a higher first marriage rate (57.7) than nativeborn (42.0).
In 2016, the first marriage rate was highest for Asian women (65.1). http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr
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First Marriage Rate by Educational Attainment
The first marriage rate was fairly similar among women with a high school degree (34.5) or some college (39.1). The lowest rate occurred among women with less than a high school education (29.7).
Women with a bachelor's degree or higher had a substantially higher first marriage rate (70.8) than women without a college degree. This rate is twice as high as experienced by women with a high school degree.
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